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Charles of Austria, and her secret love for Henry's
bosom   friend,   Sir   Charles  Brandon?    Princesses
were but pieces in  the great political game, and
must  perforce  take  the rough  with   the  smooth.
Henry,    in   any   case,   could   thus   show   to   the
Spaniard   that  he   could  defy  him   by   a   French
connection.     It must have been with  a sad heart
that  Katharine took part in the triumphal doings
that   celebrated   the   peace   directed   against   her
father.    The  French  agents,   then in  London,  in
describing  her say that  she was  lively and gra-
cious,   quite   the   opposite   of   her  gloomy  sister:
and doubtless  she  did her best to appear so,  for
she was proud  and schooled   to   disappointment;
but with  the  exception of the fact that she was
again   with   child,   all   around   her   looked   black.
Her husband openly taunted her with her father's
ill faith;   Henry  was   carrying  on   now  an   open
intrigue    with    Lady   Tailebois,    whom    he   had
brought   from   Calais   with   him;    Ferdinand   the
Catholic at last was slowly dying,  all his dreams
and hopes frustrated; and on the i3th August 1514,
in   the   palace   of   Greenwich,    Katharine's   dear
friend and sister-in-law, Mary Tudor, was married
by proxy to   Louis  XIL    Katharine, led by the
Duke of Longueville, attended the festivity.    She
was dressed   in   ash-coloured   satin,  covered with
raised   gold   embroidery,   costly chains and neck-
laces  of  gems  covered  her  neck  and   bust,   and
a coif trimmed with precious stones was on her
head.1     The   King   at   the   ball   in   the  evening
charmed every one by his graceful dancing,   and
the  scene  was  so  gay that  the   grave  Venetian
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